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REPORT NO. PRO-I-1 
OCTOBER 9, 2019 

 
TO:  The Chairperson and Members of the 
 Program Standing Committee 
  
FROM: Superintendent of Program and Special Education 
 Superintendent of Education, Partnerships and Lifelong Learning  
 
SUBJECT: 2019 SUMMER LEARNING PROGRAMS 
 
1. Background 

 
Summer Learning Programs link directly to the Simcoe County District School Board’s 
Strategic Priorities under the pillars of Excellence in Teaching and Learning, Well-being, 
Equity, Diversity and Inclusion, as well as Community.    
 
This summer, 2,741 students from Grades 4 – 12 were engaged in a wide variety of 
elementary and secondary learning programs, with an intentional focus on elementary 
mathematics, transition from elementary to secondary school, secondary credit 
accumulation and ultimately graduation. These programs provided students with both 
credit and non-credit learning opportunities and experiences at various grade levels. In 
designing the programs, the Simcoe County District School Board’s (SCDSB’s) Research 
Department was involved in measuring the short, medium and long-term impact of the 
programs, both with respect to student achievement, as well as instructional practices.     
 

2. Summer Learning Opportunities 
 
The success of the 2019 Summer Learning Programs illustrates the board’s longstanding 
commitment to learning outside the regular school year. It is important to note that final 
confirmation, communication and funding for many of the Summer Learning Programs 
was not received and/or finalized until early June. Given the short timelines for planning, 
communicating to families, staffing, developing curriculum for programs, etc., the success 
of the programs is a testament to the board’s ability to work collaboratively (e.g. Program, 
Special Education, Adult and Continuing Education, Student Success, Human Resource 
Services, Facilities, etc.) to ensure success.  
 
In order to maximize efficiencies and create alignment between programs, the Program, 
Special Education, as well as the Adult and Continuing Education Departments partnered 
again this summer to offer Summer Numeracy and Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts and Mathematics (STEAM) Learning Program (Grades 4 – 5), the Numeracy 
Preparatory and STEAM Program (Grades 6 – 8) and the Assistive Technology Summer 
Learning Programs at the same locations. Combining multiple programs at the same 
location made a more natural learning environment and maximized program offerings 
through increased cost-efficiency.  
 
Special Education  
 
As part of the SCDSB’s Summer Learning Programs, the board’s special education staff 
hosted and staffed two Special Equipment Amount (SEA) camps for four and a half days 
at each location, from July 15-19, 2019 at Terry Fox Elementary School and July 22-26, 
2019 at Ardagh Bluffs Public School. The theme of this year’s camp was Survivor 
Adventure. Participating students learned and used the features of Read Write for Google 
Chrome to create and navigate their own adventure story. Through the camp learning 
environment, students were introduced to Google Assistant and Google Home to which 

https://www.scdsb.on.ca/about/goals_reporting/strategic_priorities
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students and families were able to interact in real time to emphasize and demonstrate the 
value of using skills learned in the classroom, as well as at home.   
 
The camp was attended by 56 SCDSB students in Grades 4 – 8 (29 Terry Fox/27 Ardagh 
Bluffs), who utilize SEA equipment in regular classroom settings to support a learning 
disability or language impairment. The goal was to enable students to become more 
comfortable, confident and successful with web-based software tools to accommodate 
learning needs/skills.   

 
The camp also introduced students to the use of the C-Pen Scanning Pen Reader, where 
students used the digital pen to read/hear cues to solve puzzles, complete scavenger 
hunts, etc. The C-Pen Reader provides a portable (i.e. fits in pocket and resembles a 
highlighter) device that reads text out-loud in a wide variety of languages including English, 
French and Spanish in a human-like digital voice. It also allows a reader to capture lines 
of text that can easily be uploaded to a student’s computer. One of the interesting and 
unintended outcomes of the camp was witnessing students with reading challenges 
gravitate towards the use of the C-Pen Readers for independent quiet-time reading when 
required tasks were completed.   

 
Program Department  
 
Summer Numeracy and STEAM Learning Program (Grades 4 – 5) 

 
For the tenth consecutive year, the SCDSB offered an elementary Summer Learning 
Program with the ultimate goal of improving academic achievement and well-being.    
 
Building upon successes in previous years, this year’s program focused on reinforcing 
and strengthening students’ fundamental mathematics skills within a technology-enabled 
learning environment. Using STEAM as a learning foundation, students participated in 
coding, robotics and building challenges in order to encourage engagement and learn via 
authentic and rich tasks. Students also participated in a variety of daily physical activities 
(DPA) and field trips to support well-being while maintaining a fun ‘camp like’ atmosphere.  

 
Summer Learning Programs were offered at seven sites in the SCDSB including, Terry 
Fox Elementary School and Ardagh Bluffs Public School in Barrie, Harriett Todd Public 
School in Orillia, Huron Park Public School in Midland, Connaught Public School in 
Collingwood, Alliston Union Public School in Alliston, and Fred C. Cook Public School in 
Bradford. School sites were selected based on a variety of factors including academic 
achievement, availability and suitability of the facility to support the program during the 
summer (i.e. air conditioning/planned projected renovations, etc.), as well as to ensure 
they were offered throughout the county.  
 
The total number of SCDSB students participating in the Grade 4 – 5 Summer Learning 
Programs was 242, across 14 total classrooms via funding provided by the Council of 
Directors of Education (CODE). Teachers and educational assistants (EAs) focused 
exclusively on learning math in a STEAM rich environment. Each staff member of the 
Summer Learning Program team received two days of professional learning prior to the 
start of the program with a definite focus on mathematics content and instructional 
practices, STEAM activities, self-regulation training and DPA using the outdoors.  

 
Each student participated in a series of assessments at the start and end of the program, 
including a numeracy continuum. The student’s home school has received assessment/ 
reporting information for follow up to allow staff to track both short and long-term impact 
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of the program. Each session included a parent/guardian presentation to review the 
expectations and outcomes of the program and to provide strategies for parents/guardians 
to support their children at home in the area of mathematics. 
 
Recognizing the importance of STEAM activities, the SCDSB used pre-existing resources 
to integrate robotics in math classrooms. The Summer Learning Program also hired 
additional robotics mentors (students) from local secondary schools, colleges and 
universities. These mentors received two days of professional learning on how to best 
integrate programmable robotics such as Lego Mindstorms EV3, Dash and Dot and 
Sphero Edu Robots, into the math curriculum and worked directly with teachers and 
students across the Summer Learning Program sites to provide authentic math and 
problem-solving opportunities for students. 
 
Continuing Education  
 
Elementary: 
 
Numeracy Preparatory (Prep) and STEAM Program for students in Grades 6 – 8 
 
The Numeracy Prep Program focused on mathematics in a technology rich environment 
and was available, upon recommendation of the school principal, from July 15-29, 2019 
to Grade 6 – 8 students of the SCDSB. One hundred and twenty-five students participated 
in this program which was designed in collaboration with the Program Department to focus 
on improving students’ fundamental math skills, reducing learning loss over the summer, 
increasing opportunities for success in September while accessing the STEAM resources 
and lessons in the inquiry environment through shared learning space with Grade 4 and 
5 STEAM camp students.    
 
Building on the success of last year’s parent/guardian engagement sessions, STEAM 
camp again included a parent/guardian information session offered at all seven locations. 
This parent/guardian engagement opportunity was attended by a total of 154 
parents/guardians across the county and promoted an understanding of math learning in 
the STEAM rich environment while providing the chance to both observe and participate 
to build understanding and the capacity to better support the children’s learning. The 
parent/guardian sessions were open to all parents/guardians of the Summer Numeracy 
and STEAM (Grade 4 – 5) and Numeracy Prep and STEAM (Grade 6 – 8) students. 

 
Secondary: 
 
As part of the Summer Learning Programs, the SCSDB also offered a wide variety of 
programs to support students in Grades 9 – 12, to upgrade and enhance their academic 
skills, earn new credits, and/or participate in unique experiential learning opportunities. 
 
Full Credit Teacher Face-to-Face Programs for Grade 11 and 12 Credit Courses 
 
The SCDSB offered Grade 11 and 12 full credit math and English as a Second Language 
courses in July at the Barrie Learning Centre. Courses were full days for four weeks in 
order to satisfy the 110-hour credit requirement. The SCDSB offered all pathways: 
workplace, college and university.   
 
New this year was Spanish for credit as a complement to the International Certificate 
Program piloted through Continuing Education this school year at Innisdale Secondary 
School in Barrie. 
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One hundred and sixty-seven students completed the courses with 157 credits earned, 
which represents an overall success rate of 98 percent. Included in this were 14 students 
who successfully completed the half-credit math transfer course which allows them to 
transfer from applied to academic math in Grade 10. 
 
The SCDSB provided transportation for students in the program to the Barrie Learning 
Centre from each region of Simcoe County. 
 
EduTravel – Civics & Careers, Geography and Biology Courses 
 
This summer, the SCDSB offered three unique travel and experiential learning 
opportunities to engage students in alternate ways to earn credits including:  
• Grade 10 Civics & Careers (Ottawa, Montreal, and New York) – 316 students 

completed the course with two separate trips with a 100 percent success rate; 
• Grade 9 Academic Canadian Geography (Central and Northern Ontario) – 32 students 

completed the course with a 100 percent success rate; and, 
• Grade 11 University Biology and Grade 12 Environment and Resource Management 

(Fiji) – 59 students completed the course with a 100 percent success rate.   
 

With the continued success of the program and increased interest, the SCDSB continues 
to explore additional opportunities to partner with EduTravel to provide a wide variety of 
affordable experiential learning opportunities for students. 

 
eLearning – Summer 
 
The Continuing Education Department offered 22 eLearning courses this summer serving 
1,482 students from Grade 9 – 12, which is approximately 10 percent of SCDSB students. 
SCDSB’s summer eLearning program is unique in that it is over a five-week period versus 
four-weeks offered by other school boards. Students participate in a synchronized virtual 
learning environment versus independent correspondence style and the students can 
connect with their teacher in person at the Barrie Learning Centre, and online including 
some evening hours to support student schedules.  
 
eLearning, including summer eLearning, continues to attract a specific group of students 
who may wish to reach ahead and upgrade or support individual pathway plans. Given 
the vast geography of Simcoe County, summer eLearning provides students a wider 
variety of courses/programs with increased flexibility that suits their needs, including the 
ability to learn and earn a credit while maintaining summer employment and other personal 
commitments.  
 
Of the 1,482 students who began an eLearning course in July, 1,106 successfully 
completed the program and earned a credit, representing a 75 percent completion rate. Of 
note, 96 percent of those who completed their course earned the credit, demonstrating 
that when a student commits to staying in the course, the success rate is very strong. 
Courses in all pathway options were offered. The board’s commitment to supporting 
teacher professional development through the Additional Qualification, Teaching and 
Learning Through eLearning course is a valuable asset as we continue to build the 
capacity and expertise of our summer eLearning staff. 
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Credit Recovery Program for Grade 9 and 10 
 
For the third consecutive summer, the Continuing Education Department collaborated with 
the Student Success Department to host credit recovery programs at each of the board’s 
secondary schools. The program took place the first week of July, which allowed students 
to maintain course selections for the new school year despite not being successful with 
the first attempt at course completion.   
 
Students were able to work at their home school with teachers and support teams whom 
they were familiar with, using learning materials that were individualized to the students’ 
needs in order to successfully recover the credit. Site supervisors and teachers were hired 
to facilitate the individualized programs per community. A total of 146 students participated 
in the program earning a total of 153 credits. 
 
Set to Pass 
 
New this year, the SCDSB offered a very unique summer learning pilot program entitled 
“Set to Pass”, that combined volleyball, math and literacy to support Grade 8 students 
transitioning to Twin Lakes Secondary School in Orillia. Eighteen students participated in 
this one week program, offered at Regent Park Public School in Orillia, which used 
information learned on the volleyball court to create and solve math equations (e.g. 
calculating velocity, properties of slope, perimeter, area and volume, etc.) while 
investigating and applying geometric relationships, all topics that SCDSB’s EQAO data 
indicates continue to require attention. Supporting students transitioning from elementary 
to secondary school continues to be an intentional focus of the SCDSB including through 
Summer Learning Programs.  

 
Specialized Summer Cooperative Education Program 
 
This summer, the SCDSB offered cooperative education placements for students 
registered in Specialist High Skill Major (SHSM) programs, Ontario Youth Apprenticeship 
Programs (OYAP), Learning Earning and Parenting Programs (LEAP), Crown Ward, Adult 
Earn and Learn, as well as the Re-engagement 12 and 12+ program for students that 
required two credits to graduate.  Fifty-three SCDSB students completed either one or 
two-credit programs for a total of 102 credits. The curriculum/instruction was delivered 
through a blended-learning model, combining online eLearning modules with a face-to-
face learning format. Students requiring computer access were able to access and use 
technology at their local Learning Centre.  
 
In partnership with Skills Ontario, the SCDSB also operated a Skilled Trades Summer 
Camp opportunity with student registration costs pre-paid by OYAP. This one-week day 
camp was held July 8-12, 2019 at Georgian College’s Skilled Trades Campus in Midland.  
Sixteen SCDSB students participated in this hands-on week that was open to individuals 
entering Grades 7, 8 or 9. To align with the Ministry of Training Colleges and Universities 
(MTCU) parameter of promoting skilled trades to females, the SCDSB ensured 50 percent 
of the participants were females. The camp included a field trip to an active construction 
site, with OYAP arranging the tour and providing the safety equipment. Beyond the 
interactive camp experiences in the skilled trades, students went home with cooperative 
education and OYAP booklets, and a desirable OYAP sweatshirt. 
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Curriculum Writing 
 
In addition to summer learning for students, staff from the SCDSB also continued to learn 
and work during the summer months producing instructional materials including: 

i. classroom-ready lessons for new secondary Careers curriculum, including financial 
literacy (e.g. creating a post-secondary plan/budget), exploring work trends, etc.;  

ii. updating the First 20 Days of Mathematics and Course of Study (elementary); 
iii. translating the First 20 Days of Mathematics (elementary) into French to support 

students in French Immersion; 
iv. developing the First 10 days of Secondary Mathematics; 
v. developing Early Years learning modules to support on-demand virtual learning for 

Kindergarten educators; 
vi. updating the First 20 days of Music Instruction (elementary), as well as additional 

learning resources based on SCDSB purchased instruments; and, 
vii. initiating the technical set up of new system assessment tools (BrightSpace/D2L) 

(K – 12) for both students and educators. 
 
Utilizing SCDSB staff during the summer to write/create resources related to lesson 
design, content development, assessment tools, etc., with an intentional focus on 
mathematics and literacy, provides a cost-effective method of providing the system with 
up-to-date and effective resources that are able to be used in schools in September.   

  
3. Next Steps  

 
Planning for and operating successful summer learning programs requires collaboration 
from all departments in the SCDSB including Program, Special Education, Adult and 
Continuing Education, Student Success, Human Resource Services, Transportation and 
Business and Facilities Services to ensure successful experiences and outcomes for 
students. This year, especially with limited time to finalize program locations, type, size, 
focus, etc., pre-planning and collaboration between a wide variety of departments was 
essential to the program’s success. 
 
Summer Learning Programs continue to intentionally focus on improving math outcomes 
for students, especially those in elementary school requiring additional support to be 
successful. Incorporating STEAM-type learning into a camp format provides students 
engaging and authentic learning environments, as well as professional learning for staff. 
Secondary school credit-recovery, programs that support transition, and new credit 
programs leading to graduation, either face-to-face or via eLearning, demonstrates 
SCDSB’s commitment to personalizing learning programs that meet student needs and 
support goals moving forward.   
 

4. Report Status 
 
This report is provided for information. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Chris Samis 
Superintendent of Program and Special Education  
 
Hanne Nielsen 
Superintendent of Education 
 
 
October 9, 2019  
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TO:  The Chairperson and Members of the  

Program Standing Committee 
 
FROM: Superintendent of Program and Special Education  
 
SUBJECT: SUPPORTING OUR YOUNGEST LEARNERS ACHIEVE SUCCESS THROUGH 

THE EARLY DEVELOPMENT INSTRUMENT (EDI)                                            _   
 
1. Background 
 

The Early Development Instrument (EDI) links directly to the Simcoe County District School 
Board’s Strategic Priorities under the pillars of Excellence in Teaching and Learning, Well-
being, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion, as well as Community.    
 
The EDI has a lengthy history in the province of Ontario, starting in 2003 as a partnership 
between the Ministry of Children and Youth Services (MCYS) and the Ministry of Education. 
EDI collection has included five cycles: Cycle I (2003-2006), Cycle II (2006-2009), Cycle III 
(2009-2012), Cycle IV (2014-2015), and Cycle V (2017-2018). Cycles IV and V took place 
over a single school year. The Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) has 
participated in four of the five cycles of administration, with the one exception being Cycle II, 
which provides comprehensive long-term data about vulnerability and changes reflected over 
time.   
 
The EDI collects developmental health information between school-entry and age five that 
connects specific areas of early development (domains) to future learning and well-being 
outcomes. EDI focuses on relevant and measurable health concepts that have 
consequences on individuals and communities. Collecting and analyzing EDI data allows the 
SCDSB, schools and partnering community agencies (e.g. County of Simcoe), to identify the 
needs of students and communities that are vulnerable, with the ultimate goal of improving 
outcomes. 

 
2. Current Status  
 

In 2017-2018, the SCDSB collected EDI data in all 87 elementary schools via Kindergarten 
educator teams (teacher and designated early childhood educators) recognizing the unique 
skills and qualifications each adds to the collection process.  
 
The EDI includes a series of questions related to specific domains including: 

i. Physical Health and Well-being – health, independence and whether students arrive 
well-rested each day (13 questions); 

ii. Social Competence – ability to play, get along with others, share and demonstrate 
self-confidence (26 questions); 

iii. Emotional Maturity – ability to concentrate on tasks, help others, show patience, and 
are not often angry or aggressive (30 questions);  

iv. Language and Cognitive Development – interest in reading and writing, ability to count 
and recognize numbers and shapes (26 questions); and, 

v. Communication Skills and General Knowledge – ability to tell a story and 
communicate with adults and other children (eight questions).  

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.scdsb.on.ca/about/goals_reporting/strategic_priorities
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“Vulnerable” describes the children who score below the tenth percentile cut-off of the Ontario 
baseline data. Children in the vulnerable group score low on one or more of the five domains 
and higher vulnerability indicates that a greater percentage of students are struggling. EDI 
data is useful in determining the difference in vulnerability rates within one or more of the five 
domains. As shown in Figure 1, the highest vulnerability rate at SCDSB, as in the province, 
lies within the domain of ‘physical health & well-being’. The two domains with the lowest 
vulnerability rates are ‘language & cognitive development’, and ‘communication skills & 
general knowledge’ 
 

 
Figure 1: Percentage (%) of Children Vulnerable by Domain within  

the SCDSB compared to Ontario (Cycle V) (2017-2018) 
 

 
 

Figure 2: Percentage (%) of Children Vulnerable on at Least One EDI Domain:  
SCDSB Compared to the Province of Ontario (Cycles I – V) 
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The SCDSB is closer to provincial proportions for children that are vulnerable on at least two 
domains, consistently across the five cycles (see Figure 3). 

 
Figure 3: Percentage (%) of Children Vulnerable on at Least Two EDI Domains: 

SCDSB Compared to the Province of Ontario (Cycle V) 
 

 
 

3. Considerations  
 

EDI data across Ontario shows that in most communities at least 25 percent (one in four) of 
children entering Kindergarten are vulnerable in at least one aspect of their development and 
approximately 14 percent (one in seven) in two or more areas.  During the 2017-2018 EDI 
collection, SCDSB educators completed EDI assessments on 3,175 children, with an 
average age of 5.7 years.   
 
EDI data collected across Cycles I to V (2003 to 2018), allows the SCDSB to compare related 
contextual data that may contribute to vulnerabilities including: 

i. Language status – which has increased from 3.3 percent in Cycle I to 16.1 percent 
in Cycle V. This illustrates the significant increase in the number of students entering 
Kindergarten in the SCDSB whose first language is not English; and, 

ii. Average days absent has increased from 3.8 per year in Cycle I (2003) to 11.1 days 
per year in Cycle V with individual schools’ average number of absences in 
Kindergarten ranging from four to 32 days per year. 

 
Comparing change in specific domains and/or overall vulnerabilities between Cycles IV 
(2015-2016) and V (2017-2018) provides a promising outlook for students entering 
Kindergarten and their long-term success within the SCDSB. 

 
Domain Cycle IV vs. Cycle V 

Change in 
Vulnerability 

(%) 

Increase (I) 
Decrease (D) 

Physical Health and Well-being 3.0 D 
Social Competence  2.5 D 
Emotional Maturity  3.0 D 
Language and Cognitive Development  1.0 I 
Communication Skills and General Knowledge  2.4 D 
Vulnerable in at least one EDI domain  3.9 D 
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4. Next Steps  

   
From the comparative information provided above, the most recent EDI domains indicate that 
SCDSB students are being identified as less vulnerable in four of five respective domains 
when compared to the two years previous (Cycle IV), as well as deemed less vulnerable 
overall (e.g. at least one domain) which is truly something to take note of and celebrate. The 
one area where the vulnerability of SCDSB students has increased (e.g. Language and 
Cognitive Development) provides valuable information with respect to planning, next steps 
and the importance of early interventional programs. During the 2014-2015 EDI collection, 
Social Competence and Emotional Maturity were identified as a significant need, which led 
to the implementation of system-wide professional learning regarding self-regulation. This 
has proven to be successful as vulnerability has decreased.  Using the most recent 2017-
2018 EDI data, the increased vulnerability trend in Language and Cognitive Development, 
provides the SCDSB with a specific area of focus moving forward.    

 
The SCDSB is a member of the Simcoe County Vulnerability Task Force. The group includes 
members from a wide variety of community organizations such as, the County of Simcoe, 
YMCA, Simcoe Muskoka Health Unit, and various municipalities, etc. Meetings occur 
regularly to review EDI data, to allocate resources and measure outcomes of interventions. 
Examples of community-based decisions based on EDI data include locations of community 
hubs that offer coordinated services such as education, health care and social services. 

 
Each elementary school will be provided with their school-specific EDI data summary to use 
in the development of their School Action Plan. Schools will be better able to strategically 
design programs/interventions to increase outcomes for individual students because EDI 
shows a strong correlation between students identified as vulnerable on the Language and 
Cognitive Development domain with their subsequent Grade 3 EQAO results.  
 
Examples of how specific EDI data is used at the school/system level include: 

i. identifying students through early intervention and remediation; 
ii. targeting locations for SRA Direct Reading Programs; 
iii. providing targeted professional learning to Kindergarten educators in schools with 

identified vulnerable populations; 
iv. implementing the Kindergarten Intensive Literacy Support Program (KILSP); and, 
v. allocating school-based Kindergarten instruction facilitators to provide instruction in 

programming, assessment and planning.  
 

As indicated at the beginning of this report, the collection and strategic use of EDI data has 
a long history in the SCDSB.  EDI data is well supported in evidence, and vulnerabilities 
identified in Kindergarten can be a strong predictor of future school outcomes. Finally, using 
school/community vulnerability data provides an opportunity for the SCDSB to partner and 
work collaboratively with community agencies to ensure students receive the supports they 
need to achieve success.  

 
5. Report Status 

 
This report is provided for information. 

 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Chris Samis 
Superintendent of Program and Special Education 
 
October 9, 2019 
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TO:  The Chairperson and Members of the 
 Program Standing Committee 
  
FROM: Superintendent of Program and Special Education 
 Superintendent of Education   
 
SUBJECT: 2018-2019 SCDSB ACHIEVEMENT RESULTS AND TRENDS OVER TIME 
 
1. Background 

 
This report links directly to the Simcoe County District School Board’s Strategic Priorities 
under the pillars of Excellence in Teaching and Learning, Well-being, Equity, Diversity and 
Inclusion, as well as Community.   
 
Attaining high levels of student achievement and well-being requires setting high 
expectations, ensuring quality instruction and developing positive partnerships between 
schools, families and communities. This report provides information regarding the Simcoe 
County District School Board’s (SCDSB’s) most recent Education Quality and 
Accountability Office (EQAO) results, as well as secondary graduation rates. This allows 
an opportunity to reflect, learn from, and strategically plan for moving forward using a 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 perspective.     
 
Provincial Assessments (EQAO)   
 
Each year, EQAO works with school boards to administer a series of assessments to 
monitor student achievement over time. In 2018-2019, the following EQAO assessments 
were administered to SCDSB students: 

i. Assessments of Reading, Writing and Mathematics – Primary and Junior Divisions;  
ii. Grade 9 Assessment of Mathematics, Academic and Applied; and, 
iii. Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT).  

 
EQAO defines provincial standard as Level 3, which corresponds to achievement in the 
B- to B+ range. 
 
Graduation Rates  
 
Since 2005, the Ministry of Education has tracked provincial, board and school graduation 
rates as an indicator of progress. The SCDSB also measures and utilizes graduation rates 
locally to ensure progress and improvement. During that time, rates have improved more 
than 10 percent to a rate of 83 percent.   

 
2. Provincial Assessment Results 2018-2019  
 

Board Level Results for the Assessment of Reading and Writing, Primary Division 
(Grade 3 and 6) 
 
SCDSB’s schools continue to demonstrate strength in the area of elementary literacy, 
specifically reading, at both the Grade 3 and 6 levels, which speaks to the board’s 
commitment to developing strong early literacy skills in students. Programs such as full 
day Kindergarten and mandating 100-minute blocks of uninterrupted literacy instruction 
every day in elementary schools continues to show positive outcomes. The SCDSB also 
supports the use of explicit and direct literacy instruction to help elementary students, 
especially those with special education needs, develop fundamental skills such as 
phonemic awareness, vocabulary, fluency and ultimately comprehension. Significant and 

https://www.scdsb.on.ca/about/goals_reporting/strategic_priorities
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sustained improvements in reading and writing results between Grades 3 and 6 
demonstrates the positive impact that explicit instruction and strategic interventions 
continue to have across the system. Grade 6 reading results are a strong predictor of 
future success.    
 
Grade 3 Reading (Figure 1) 
 
Figure 1: 2018-2019 EQAO Grade 3 Reading, SCDSB and Provincial Results 

 
 

 
Grade 3 Writing (Figure 2) 

 
Figure 2: 2018-2019 EQAO Grade 3 Writing, SCDSB and Provincial Results 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019
SCDSB Grade 3

Reading 72% 72% 70%

Province 74% 75% 74%

Students at or 
above the 

Provincial Level

SCDSB Grade 3 Reading
Province

2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019
SCDSB Grade 3

Writing 70% 68% 63%

Province 73% 72% 69%

Students at or 
above the 

Provincial Level

SCDSB Grade 3 Writing
Province
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Grade 6 Reading (Figure 3) 
 
Figure 3: 2018-2019 EQAO Grade 6 Reading, SCDSB and Provincial Results 

 

 
 

Grade 6 Writing (Figure 4) 
 
Figure 4: 2018-2019 EQAO Grade 6 Writing, SCDSB and Provincial Results 
 

 
 
 
Board Level Results for the Assessment of Mathematics, Primary Division (Grade 3 
and 6) 
 
During the 2018-2019 school year, the SCDSB made a strategic decision to allocate 
resources to support professional learning of fundamental mathematics, including 
embedding instruction and assessment facilitators (IAFs) in designated elementary 
schools, as well as system-wide professional learning (e.g. math lead teachers and 
administrators). That investment has resulted in a five percent increase in Grade 6 EQAO 
math results over the past three years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019
SCDSB Grade 6

Reading 79% 79% 79%

Province 81% 82% 81%

Students at or 
above the 

Provincial Level

SCDSB Grade 6 Reading
Province

2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019
SCDSB Grade 6

Writing 73% 73% 77%

Province 79% 80% 82%

Students at or 
above the 

Provincial Level

SCDSB Grade 6 Writing
Province
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Grade 3 Mathematics (Figure 5) 
 
Figure 5: 2018-2019 EQAO Grade 3 Mathematics, SCDSB and Provincial Results 

 
 
Grade 6 Mathematics (Figure 6) 
 
Figure 6: 2018-2019 EQAO Grade 6 Mathematics, SCDSB and Provincial Results 

 
 

 
Board Level Results for the Assessment of Mathematics, Grade 9 (Academic and 
Applied) 
 
At the secondary level, students enrolled in academic mathematics in the SCDSB continue 
to demonstrate success including a four percent increase in success over the past three 
years. As well, the SCDSB has prioritized intermediate mathematics (Grades 7 – 10) as 
students are transitioning from elementary to secondary school, especially at the applied 
level, with students in the SCDSB demonstrating a two percent increase in results as 
compared to 2017-2018.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019
SCDSB Grade 3 Math 60% 61% 57%
Province 62% 61% 58%

Students at or 
above the 

Provincial Level

SCDSB Grade 3 Math
Province

2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019
SCDSB Grade 6 Math 39% 44% 44%
Province 50% 49% 48%

Students at or 
above the 

Provincial Level

SCDSB Grade 6 Math
Province
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Grade 9 Academic Mathematics (Figure 7) 
 
Figure 7: 2018-2019 EQAO Grade 9 Academic Mathematics, SCDSB and Provincial 
Results 

 

 
 
 
Grade 9 Applied Mathematics (Figure 8) 

 
Figure 8: 2018-2019 EQAO Grade 9 Applied Mathematics, SCDSB and Provincial Results 
 

 
 
Board Level Results for Fully Participating First-Time Eligible Students on the 
OSSLT 
 
During the 2018-2019 school year, 78 percent of First Time Eligible SCDSB students were 
successful in passing the OSSLT, which demonstrates a steady improvement (four 
percent) in recent years.  It is important to note that during the 2016-2017 school year, 
EQAO piloted an online version of the OSSLT that resulted in SCDSB students having 
two opportunities to achieve their literacy requirement. One aspect of the most recent 
OSSLT results that is truly celebratory is that of SCDSB’s Indigenous students whose rate 
of success increased from 66 percent in 2017-2018 to 77 percent in 2018-2019, further 
illustrating the board’s commitment to the success of all students.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019
SCDSB Grade 9 Academic

Math Levels 3 and 4 75% 81% 79%

Province 83% 84% 84%

Students at or 
above the 

Provincial Level

SCDSB Grade 9 Academic
Math Levels 3 and 4
Province

2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019
SCDSB Grade 9 Applied

Math Levels 3 and 4 42% 40% 42%

Province 44% 45% 44%

Students at or 
above the 

Provincial Level

SCDSB Grade 9 Applied Math
Levels 3 and 4
Province
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OSSLT (Figure 9) 
 
Figure 9: 2018-2019 EQAO Grade 10 OSSLT, SCDSB and Provincial Results 
 

 
3. Graduation Rates  

 
In order to create and sustain a culture of continual improvement, the SCDSB uses a wide 
variety of data to measure and maximize student achievement outcomes as effectively 
and efficiently as possible. One important measure is the board’s progress and 
improvement in graduation rates.  Secondary school graduation remains a strong priority 
of the SCDSB, and increases in graduation rates in recent years speaks to the hard work, 
vision and numerous initiatives that ensure success from Kindergarten to Grade 12. 
Improvement in graduation rates, and the related subsequent actions, provides an 
opportunity to reflect, learn and improve. The SCDSB’s five-year graduation rate over the 
past several years has increased by more than 10 percent to a rate of 83 percent, which 
is truly something to celebrate. 
 
The Ministry of Education defines graduation rate as the percentage of students that 
graduate within five years of starting Grade 9 (i.e. five-year cumulative graduation rate). 
The Ministry’s graduation rate includes only students leaving secondary school with an 
Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) and does not include those achieving an 
Ontario Secondary School Certificate or a Certificate of Accomplishment. The SCDSB’s 
Research and Decision Support Services department calculates graduation rates slightly 
different than the Ministry, in part, because SCDSB staff do not have access to the 
Ministry’s data for calculating graduation rates in the same way.  Ontario’s Ministry of 
Education calculates SCDSB’s five-year graduation rate as 82.1 percent.    

 
Graduation Rates as Calculated by the SCDSB (2017-2018) 
 
Five-year Graduation Rate (83.2 percent) 
 
Method of Calculation: 

i. total number of four-year students that received their diploma (OSSD) in the 2016-
2017 school year (2925), plus the number of fifth year students that received a 
diploma in the 2017-2018 school year (185); and, 

ii. the overall number of students (3738) enrolled in the SCDSB during the 2016-2017 
school year and were 17 years of age before December 31, 2015. 

2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019
SCDSB Grade 10

OSSLT 83% 76% 78%

Province 81% 79% 80%

Students at or 
above the 

Provincial Level

SCDSB Grade 10 OSSLT
Province
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The SCDSB’s calculation includes the number of 17-year-old students enrolled in SCDSB 
schools as of October 31 of a particular school year, while the Ministry includes all students 
in the province, regardless of their board of origin.  Every fall, on October 31, SCDSB staff 
capture the specific students who are 17 years old and currently enrolled in a SCDSB 
secondary school, and the graduation rate is the proportion of 17-year-olds that graduated 
by the end of that school year and/or the following year. The end of the school year is 
defined as October 31 (a full calendar year) across the province so that students who meet 
the graduation requirements over the summer can still be included in the five-year rate. 
 
As a growth board (i.e. increased number of students in each successive year of 
secondary school), the Ministry’s model of calculating graduation rates does not take into 
consideration the number of students who joined the SCDSB after Grade 9.  It is important 
to note that the actual number of students that graduated in four years within the SCDSB 
in 2017-2018 (2925) increased as compared to the number of students in 2016-2017 
(2888).  The Ministry defines graduation rate as the percentage of students who graduate 
within five years of starting Grade 9 in the SCDSB, regardless of what school board they 
are enrolled in for their fourth or fifth year. This means that the Ministry only considers 
students that started with the SCDSB in Grade 9 and follows them through to their fifth 
year of secondary school within the SCDSB or the province. The Ministry’s cohort 
graduation rate for the SCDSB does not account for students entering our board after 
Grade 9 who have received a diploma from a SCDSB secondary school. For this reason, 
there is a small variance between boards and the provincial figures. 

 
4. Next Steps  

 
Although this report speaks to EQAO results and graduation as a single event, 
achievement results, including graduation, are truly a culmination of a 14-year or 15-year 
journey that begins in Kindergarten. 
 
The results in this report provide sources of data about how students are doing and allow 
the SCDSB to identify which students have met or exceeded the provincial standard 
and/or successfully met the Ontario Literacy Requirement, and ultimately graduation. It 
also provides a mechanism to determine if particular student groups (e.g. students 
receiving special education services, students who have self-identified as being 
Indigenous, or students whose first language is not English) are demonstrating persistent 
achievement gaps when compared to the rest of the student population. By using this 
information, along with additional measures of data, including demographic data, 
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additional student achievement data, school and board process information and 
perceptual data, the board (and schools) can identify specific student learning needs, as 
well as determine a plan of action (e.g. School Action Plan/Board’s Operational Plan) to 
improve. 
 
In recent years the SCDSB has made strategic investments in specific areas including 
Junior mathematics, the transition from elementary to secondary school, as well as 
students that self-identify as Indigenous, all of which have demonstrated significant 
improvement in the most recent results. Moving forward, it will be important that the 
SCDSB continue to reflect and learn from these results and invest strategically to sustain 
improvement and success. Throughout the year, various reports will be brought to the 
Program Standing Committee that illustrate the board’s commitment to improvement in all 
areas of student achievement and well-being. 

 
5. Report Status 

 
This report is provided for information. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Chris Samis 
Superintendent of Program and Special Education 
 
Dawn Stephens 
Superintendent of Education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 9, 2019 
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